
NEWS RELEASE: 22nd February  
 
Lake District Hotels seek Leap Year couples 
 
A group of 5 Lake District Hotels are looking for Leap Year couples who want to enjoy a short break or 
second honeymoon in the Lakes. As a special treat they will be provided with a ‘Ladies Privilege’ pack 
created exclusively for couples who married 29th February. The pack  is a FREE addition to short breaks 
booked in any of their hotels for the rest of the year and is worth £100 – but only valid for couples married on 
29th February*. The Ladies Privilege Pack includes: 
 

·  Fresh Flowers 
·  Chilled wine 
·  Chocolates 
·  Special picnic lunch 
·  Lake Cruise tickets 

 
Lake District Hotels Limited decided to name this special treat after the leap year tradition that allows ladies 
to propose to gentlemen on 29th February – a tradition that dates back to the 5th century when St Bridget 
complained to St Patrick that ladies had to wait too long for a proposal. St Patrick said yearning females 
could propose but only on one day in February every four years and named it ‘The Ladies’ Privilege’.  
 
The Graves family who own and run Lake District Hotels Limited are delighted that their 5 hotels nestle in the 
UK’s officially most romantic place to propose** and are always prepared for the flood of Valentine’s Day 
bookings and the “marry me?” questions they create. This year, they have guests getting married on Friday 
29th February and it was a natural progression to create a special leap year anniversary offer. 
 
 “We were discussing guests who are staying with us for their 10th anniversary and decided that when leap 
year couples have been married 40 years it should really feel like they’ve only been married for 10 so we 
wanted to make their 1 in 4 anniversaries special!! And because not everyone wants to get away on 29th 
February we decided to extend the offer for the rest of the year” said Kit Graves, Director of Lake District 
Hotels Limited. 
 
To qualify for the free “Ladies Privilege” pack, couples need to book a short break at any of the 5 Lake 
District Hotels, informing staff that they married 29th February. When they register for their short break, all 
they need to do is prove they were married on 29th February by producing their marriage certificate. 
 
The Lake District has been well recognised in 2007 for being the most romantic place to propose, for having 
the prettiest drive and the best views. It is little wonder that so many couples looking to get married are 
choosing a Lake District waterside hotel like The Lodore Falls Hotel on the edge of Derwentwater or The Inn 
on the Lake at Ullswater. 
 
The ‘Ladies Privilege’ FREE package is only available during 2008 in conjunction with one of the special 
breaks offered by Lake District Hotel Limited.  The 5 hotels include The George Hotel in Penrith, The Inn on 
the Lake on the shores of Ullswater, The Kings Arms Hotel and The Skiddaw Hotel in Keswick as well as 
The Lodore Falls Hotel on the shores of Derwentwater. Civil wedding ceremonies are regularly conducted at 
all the hotels except the Kings Arms in Keswick. 
 
For more details about the hotels and the variety of special breaks visit www.lakedistricthotels.net 
 

  ENDS   
 
For more information or high resolution picture relating to this press release please contact Tracey Errington 
on 01768 895 964 (mob 07799 640 290) or email tracey@marketsense.net. 
  
 

·  Excluding Bank Holidays and Christmas. Terms and conditions apply.    
 
  For Editor’s notes see over.  

    



 

Editors Notes: 

* Excluding Bank Holidays and Christmas. Terms and conditions apply. 
 
** YouGov survey found that The Lake District was the most preferred location to propose in England and 
Wales – 21% 
 
Lake District celebrity proposals include:  
Bill Clinton asking for Hilary’s hand 35 years ago. Her memoirs tell of how in the spring of 1973 “at twilight in 
the Beautiful Lake District of England, we found ourselves on the shores of Lake Ennerdale, where Bill asked 
me to marry him”. 
 
Paul McCartney asked for Heathers hand in marriage whilst staying at Lake Ullswater.  
 
Both couples are hitting the headlines at the moment for different reasons! 
 
 
For many centuries in English law the 29 th February had no legal status  , it wasn’t until 1288 was the 
first legally documented occasion when Scotland passed a law that allowed women to propose marriage to 
the man of their choice in that year. They also made it law that any man who declined a proposal in a leap 
year must pay a fine. The fine could range from a kiss to payment for a silk dress or a pair of gloves.  

Lake District Hotels Limited is owned and run by the Graves family in Cumbria. In addition to the 5 hotels 
detailed in this offer, the Graves’ also own the 4 star Armathwaite Hall Hotel. The family have created the 
largest group of independent hotels in Cumbria . 

“I do not indeed know any tract of country in which, within so narrow a compass, may be found an equal 
variety in the influences of light ad shadow, upon the sublime or beautiful features of landscape” William 
Wordsworth on the Lake District 


